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Notes from the Pastor…  

Since the date of Easter varies, other seasons of the 

church year vary, especially the Epiphany season. 

This year, Easter is later, which means our 

Epiphany season is longer. Last year, there were 

only three Sundays after Epiphany, and we hardly 

got to taste the flavor or meaning of the season. This year, there are five 

Sundays after Epiphany, and Epiphany itself is even on a Sunday. That 

gives us a good opportunity to explore the overall meaning of this season 

this month.  

Christmas celebrates the Son of God who 

was born a Son of Man. The Christ, the 

Second Person in the Trinity, true God, 

became a human being, Jesus of Nazareth. 

But how is this glory of Jesus Christ 

revealed to the world? This is what 

Epiphany is about. 

The season begins with Epiphany itself, January 6, the Wise Men led by a 

star to the infant Jesus. They bring gifts, and like any well-chosen gifts, 

they are particular to who this person is. In this case, we have gold for the 

King of Kings, incense recognizing him as God Himself who receives our 

prayers, and myrrh—a burial spice anticipating his death. The fact that 

these Wise Men were from gentile nations shows that this one is born not 

only for his own people but for the whole world. 
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The First Sunday after the Epiphany has as its 

focus the Baptism of our Lord. Jesus is 

baptized to fulfill all righteousness. In Christ’s 

baptism, his holiness and righteousness is 

placed into the water of baptism, holiness and 

righteousness that we receive in our own 

baptisms. The voice of the heavenly Father 

confirms who this Jesus is.  

As we pay attention to this Jesus, we see further signs and confirmation of 

his person. He performs miracles like transforming water into wine at a 

wedding, a miracle we see on the Second Sunday after Epiphany. This, of 

course, does not only show his power, but it confirms the importance of 

marriage. For marriage is designed by God as a very picture of Christ’s 

relationship with his church. The self-giving love husbands should show 

their wives is a picture of how Christ himself out of tremendous love 

would give himself up for the church. 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany shows Jesus’ healing power as His 

word and touch heal a leper and a paralyzed servant. The Fourth Sunday 

after the Epiphany (This year on February 3) shows Jesus’ power over 

nature in the calming of a storm. 

The final Sunday after the Epiphany is always the 

Transfiguration. Here Jesus’ glory is revealed as He is 

transfigured and shines with the brightness of His 

glory. He speaks with Moses and Elijah about Jesus’ 

upcoming “exodus,” the suffering that he will go 

through as he dies, rises again, and ascends. Peter, 

James, and John witness this amazing event, and also 

hear the voice of the heavenly Father from the cloud, 

similar to the words spoken at His baptism, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 
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The Epiphany season is all about identifying this Jesus and paying 

attention to him. A couple hymns from our hymnal sweep through the 

Epiphany season, including numbers 81 and 88. The latter of these two, 

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise,” after scanning the themes of 

Epiphany, prays in the final stanza, 

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord 

Present in thy holy Word; 

Grace to imitate thee now 

And be pure as pure art thou; 

That we might become like thee 

At thy great Epiphany 

And may praise thee, ever blest, 

God in flesh made manifest. 

Have a great Epiphany season. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Robert Franck 

 

 A very heart-felt THANK YOU to the congregation for your 
generous Christmas gift to me and my family.  I very much 
appreciate serving Jesus and YOU here in this place, and I 
wish you all a blessed Christmas and New Year.  

In Christ our Lord,  
Pastor Franck 
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From the Executive Director…  

Brother's and Sister's in Christ:  

As we enter 2019 it seems amazing that 

another year has passed so quickly. In 2018 

Mt Olive continued to be blessed in so 

many ways including with Pastor Franck 

(especially for his successful surgery) and 

his family and with all the wonderful 

members in fellowship at Mt Olive. There 

were many joys but also times of sadness in 

2018 with the loss of family and friends but knowing that they have 

entered their reward in heaven Thanks to their Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  As we enter 2019 it is with the confidence that regardless of 

what the Lord may have in store for us in the coming year that he 

will watch over us to help celebrate the good times and strengthen 

and sustain us through the bad times and is with great comfort that 

we enter the new year knowing the gift of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

 I would like to Thank all of those who assisted in formulating the 

budget for Mt Olive in 2019 especially Bob, Kaye, Steve and Jon.  

Extensive thought and discussion went into the process of 

formulating the budget in that the Board of Elders is appreciative of 

your gifts to the Lord and we attempt to be good stewards and 

utilize these gifts wisely to the glory and service of our Lord and in 

performing the mission of Mt Olive.  Each year however the task of 

formulating a budget becomes increasingly difficult due to the rising 

costs of building maintenance /repair, utilities and essentially 

everything which is required to continue the service of the Lord at 

Mt Olive.  We will continue to plan for building remodeling/repairs 

and although we have budgeted for several projects including 

remodeling the downstairs bathrooms these projects will only 

proceed if it is financially feasible and appropriate.  The Board of 

Elders continues to have the blessing of all of the wonderful 

members at Mt Olive who serve the Lord in so many ways and also 
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support the mission of Mt Olive with their offerings and gifts - 

Thank you so much to all of you for your ongoing support. 

 

At this point in my message I would generally have something to 

say about the Vikings but at the time this message was written it is 

uncertain whether they will even make the playoffs so it appears it 

will be another year without "Super Bowl Pecans" (after the "NFC 

Championship Pecans" last year).  I hope everyone had the 

opportunity to participate at least in some of the Advent and 

Christmas activities at Mt Olive and Thanks to 

everyone who contributed to the services in 

some way including Pastor Tom covering for 

Pastor Franck, all of the wonderful holiday 

music and the Christmas program.  As we set 

off into 2019 Jayne and I would like to Thank 

everyone for their prayers, kind 

words/encouragement and cards in 2018 and 

we would like to wish all of you God's 

Blessings in 2019. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Ed Martinson 
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Church Office… 

Hello and Greetings from the Office!   

Wow, winter showed up!  I hope everyone 

is enjoying the New Year. We are finally 

getting a little snow so I hope everyone 

can enjoy some winter fun this season 

with longer days to look forward to also!   

Thank you so much for your Christmas 

cards and treats this season, stay warm 

and safe!   
 

Wishing you a wonderful New Year and great new memories!! 

  

 

 

Welcome to 2019! 

 

 

Don’t forget to check your 

mailboxes at the church.  Pick up 

your 2019 offering envelopes.    If 

you want to continue to get The 

Lutheran Witness or would like to 

start receiving it, please fill out the form found on page 18 in this 

newsletter.  And don’t forget – those annual reports need to be 

turned into the office by the end of January!  Thank you in advance! 

 

Your servant in Christ 

Julie
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities 
that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it 
every year.  It has grown steadily in number of users over this last 
year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the 
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper Room. 
If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in the 
offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and 
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac 
and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. 
Non-food items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 

2018 total served = 396 (7 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 

 
Thank You!!  

Thank you Mt. Olive for all the contributions this 

year; your consideration made a huge difference for 

our patrons. Thank you and have a blessed 2019. 
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Notes from the Financial Secretary: 

 Offering envelopes for 2019 are in your mailbox--be sure 

to pick them up, if you haven’t already.  If you didn’t 

receive envelopes but would like them, just let us know.  

Watch for your annual giving statement, which will be in 

your mailbox soon.  New members or anyone who got 

envelopes partway through 2018: if you have offerings that 

aren’t reflected on your 2018 end-of-year statement, please 

contact Financial Secretary Keri Lynn 

Igo or the church office, and we can 

get you a receipt for tax purposes.  

Thank you to everyone who 

generously supports Mt. Olive and our 

missions! 

 
To all Lutheran Student Fellowship! 

 
College students and young 
adults we encourage you to 
come to our weekly Bible study 
group! We meet on Tuesday 
night at 8pm! We are currently 
reading through the Book of 
Isaiah! We also have a fun 
activity once a month or so we 
look forward to seeing you this 
Tuesday! 
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Circle News: 
The January schedule resumes with: 

 Rebecca Circle will meet on Saturday, 
January 26th for lunch at The Boat Club-
Fitgers, at 11:30 a.m.     

            Men are invited to join them. 

 The Lydia Circle will resume again beginning in April.  
Women of the congregation are encouraged and welcome to 
join any of the groups.  All meetings are at the church unless 
otherwise indicated.  Feel free to call the office for 
information. 

 

 THE LWML will continue to collect Mites monthly on the first 

Sunday of the month at the end of the service. The collection box will be 

next to the exit of the church.  Watch the bulletin monthly 

inserts regarding the distribution of the monies collected.  
 

LWML Mites YTD $1,683.11 

    Thanks so much for your generous support! 

 

 

LWML Meeting 

Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are invited to attend our next LWML 

meeting on Sunday, January 13
th

, in the Upper Room following the 

church service.   

Have you had a chance to check out the new selection of books and 

DVDs that are in the library?  Take a look!  We have a great new 

selection of books for children and adults, and a nice new selection 

of movies.  
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Mt. Olive LWML 
Nov. 11, 2018 

 
“When You See a Panhandler,” an article from the recent Lutheran 
Witness, was the basis of Carol Walczak’s opening devotion. An 
important conclusion by the author was, “Feel free to err on the side of 
Grace,” to those who worry a contribution to the needy may be wrongly 
used. 

Following opening prayer, President Carol Walczak called for the 
reading of the September meeting’s minutes. Carol corrected them 
stating that it wasn’t she who was up for election but the secretary and 
treasurer. The treasurer reported a current balance of $790.73.  

Old Business: The Fall Rally at Hope, Munger went well and had 
good attendance. The Franck family’s skit involved a lot of them and 
was good, too.     Ruth Cary sent out Veterans’ Day cards.      
The Women of Faith gathering here, led by Gayle Franck, was well-
received.       After today’s meeting the goodie bags for the college 
students will be filled. Kaye Tanttari brought supplies for 16 bags. 

New Business: Robin Muench shared more information about 
the fetal models which are part of a kit, models of four stages of 
growth. The kit, “Touch of Life,” is used by Lutherans for Life especially 
for Lutheran schools. Robin would use them in other situations to help 
others realize that unborn children are real, living people. The kit costs 
$$236.52 including shipping costs. It was moved, seconded and 
carried to purchase it.       The 2019 National LWML convention will 
be in Mobile, Alabama June 20-23. Holly Chambers is the alternate 
delegate from our zone.      Elected as secretary was Kathy Hass, and 
treasurer elected was Kaye Tanttari.      Much discussion ensued about 
the need for some way to help the local needy population. 
The Lutheran Witness article spurred much thought. Some ideas 
included getting a Thrivent grant; involving the congregation; filling 
“Blessing Bags” to have in your car to donate personally. Becky 
Sorenson offered to fill a bag with some things that would be useful for 
sharing, as she did at her former church in the Cities. 

Carol adjourned the meeting at 11:40. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Hass, Secretary 

Present:  Ruth Cary, Carol Walczak, Drusilla Granroth, Evelyn Frazier, 
JoAnn Bollman, Holly Chambers, Robin Muench, Julie Igo, Bunny Hein, 
Kaye Tanttari, Becky Sorenson, Carol Farchmin, Kathy Hass 
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MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND LCMS SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

televised by KBJR Channel 6. "MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND" 

is a locally produced TV program that includes a 30 minute worship 

service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 

LCMS, along with a 30 minute children's program called "Kid's Crossing". 

It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Central time on KBJR Channel 6 

NBC and cable and satellite systems carrying these stations, and archived 

on https:// vimeo.com/user82955593 Your support of this ministry with 

your prayers and contributions are greatly appreciated. Please send your 

contributions and/or comments to Main Street Living c/o Mt. Olive 

Lutheran Church, 2012 East Superior Street, Duluth, MN 55812. 

Sunday, January 6th: Pastor Rob Franck, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 
Duluth. The message is titled “What Child is This?,” based on 
Matthew 2:1-12. 

 Sunday, January 13th: Pastor John Bonk – Shepherd of the Lake 
Lutheran Church, Two Harbors. The message is titled “Why 
Baptism?,” based on Luke 3:15-22.  

Sunday, January 20th: Pastor Tom Brinkley – St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church, Esko.  

Sunday, January 27th: Pastor Tim Ludwig – Peace in Christ Lutheran 
Church, Hermantown. 
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DESSERT THEATER 

We are planning on having our annual dessert theatre Friday, 

 February 8th at 7pm! If you have an act, song, talent, skit, poem, 

or musical something you would like to share on that night, please 

contact Elizabeth or Rachel Franck! This will be a fundraiser for the 

youth group/ young adults going to Higher Things this summer! 

Thrivent will provide funds for the desserts! Please let us know if 

there is anything you can do to help pull this together, it takes a lot 

of effort and many people makes it easier!  

Rachel 

 

“Un-deck the Halls” 

Thursday, January 10
th

 @ 5:00 p.m. 

Join us on Thursday at 5:00 pm to help 

remove the Christmas decorations and 

church cleaning.  It should be a fun 

time for everyone!!  Your help is 

greatly appreciated. 
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Mission Sunday, January 20th 
UNION GOSPEL MISSION DULUTH, 

a little history… 
In 1922, 22 churches of different denominations came together during the Great 

Depression.  There was one unified goal…to provide FOOD, SHELTER and HOPE.  UGM 

has seen many changes throughout the years, but what still remains are those humble same 

three main goals.  There has always been a need for our services, and in recent years, the 

need has grown in all three categories.  Our onsite meal program serves 85,000 hot, 

nutritious meals yearly.  Many of our neighbors in need are from food-challenged 

households.  The majority of these households have children, or are seniors or vulnerable 

adults on limited incomes.  These clients simply cannot afford groceries, or worse yet, are 

homeless and have no shelter, let alone, nowhere to keep or prepare food.  Thus, they rely 

on the meals served at the Mission – it is truly what stands between them and hunger.  

(Also, our UGM food shelf is open Mondays distributing thousands of meals a year as 

well.) 

SHELTER: We operate the Martin Inn, located right above the 

UGM.  The Martin Inn provides 20 rooms of low income 

transitional housing.  We work with other housing entities to fill 

these rooms and to get these clients referred so that they may access 

the assistance needed to find permanent housing. 

HOPE: One of our most important services we have offered over 

the years, and it’s still at the forefront of our services.  We believe 

strongly that everyone has the right to dignity.  Many of us take for 

granted something as simple as having our basic needs met.  Things 

many of us, as individuals, take for granted are huge barriers of 

those facing hardships.  Have you ever truly been hungry, or 

miserably cold, with no place to call home? 

The Union Gospel Mission has provided hope for our neighbors in need for 95+ years now.  

We do this through our on-site dining in dignity meals, and various other UGM programs.  

Also, we provide a safe, welcoming refuge and a place for folks to come together and not be 

alone in this world. 

Hope cont’d… 

We give out hygiene products so that they might be clean and be able to lift their heads with 

dignity.  We provide outreach and referrals so that our clients can access the help they may 

need as individuals, with different need/skill sets.  And, last, but not least, we offer good 

Christian values by providing a hand up, not a handout.  We have church services, bible 

studies, various support groups.  We provide hope so people, even during the darkest of 

times, know there are many people that care.  Hope… it does take a village – it takes us all 

of working hand in hand. 

Thank you for supporting this very worthwhile ministry 

There will be a freewill offering after the service 
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org 

Retreat Season 2019 Programs Confirmation 
Retreats for pastors and their confirmands are 
always popular during the winter months. This 
year we are offering 9 events of which 2 are 
already full. Congregations come for our 2 day or 3 day events, study 
God’s word, share devotions with other youth, and enjoy the many 
activities available at Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch. 
Winter Adventure is scheduled for February 1-3 and will include 
youth ages 7-14 who want to see what camp is like in the middle of 
winter. With the early snow it seems certain that skiing, tubing, and 
other snow activities will be available. In addition there will be lots of 
great food, an excellent Bible study and lots more. Bussing may be 
available from Willmar, Sauk Centre, and Alexandria. The Men’s 
Retreat will be held February 15-17, 2019, with a theme of “Man Up”, 
based on the book by Rev. Jeff Hemmer, who will be our speaker. Men 
of all ages are encouraged to attend the whole weekend. There is also a 
commuter rate for those who live in the immediate area. The Polar 
Plunge has become a tradition for many congregations. This year it will 
be held March 1-3. It is a great weekend for teens, youth groups, and 
even families who want to take the plunge together. Space is already 
filling fast so be sure to get your group signed up as soon as possible. 
Crafts retreats are always fun at the Island. 2019 will be no exception. 
We have the January Quilting Retreat January 22-27 and Winter 
Quilting February 4-7, and the Spring Crafters and Quilters program 
April 9-14 . You may also want to schedule your own private quilting 
or crafts retreat program. We would like a group of at least five, but ten 
is better. We may be able to schedule you in our Retreat House which 
holds up to 24 people. Coming this spring (April 5-7) will be our 
Annual Women’s Retreat. This is a wonderful opportunity for women 
to gather together to share, to grow, to enjoy, to learn. Jane Wilke will 
be our guest speaker. Cost is $125 for full weekend or $90 for Saturday 
only. Be sure to watch for several special winter and spring events 
scheduled with our Christ Serve Ranch program. More information is 
available at www.christserveranch.org. In May we will be having some 
great Servant Event opportunities for congregations, individuals, and 
organizations. Youth groups including Jr High and Senior High should 
consider a weekend at the Island or Ranch. We will also have both 
Fishing and Gardening Events in May. Watch for our Spring Schedule. 
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Lutheran Witness  
Sign-Up 
 

The Lutheran Witness magazine is published 

monthly for the lay people of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod.  It contains a wide variety of 

thought-provoking information including: 

 Articles about issues we face every day  
 News about the LCMS 

 LCMS positions on topics of current interest 

 Stories about fellow Christians 

     Features witnessing faith, compassion, and humor 

     Colorful photos and illustrations 

     Special Minnesota North District insert 

The current subscriptions for the magazine expire with the March 2019 

issue.  The renewal cost for the next year is $22.56 ... just ~$1.88 per issue. 

In order to receive this meaningful Lutheran publication from April 2019 

through March 2020, please complete the form below (or use the Lutheran 

Witness envelope in the packet of 2019 offering envelopes).  Please place it 

along with $22.56 check/cash in the offering plate or return it to the church 

office by January 28
th

. 

If you have any questions, contact the church office. 

I/We wish to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine. 

 

My/Our check _____ cash _____ for $22.56 is attached. 

Name  

 

Address  
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THANK YOU to ALL the Circles, 

the LWML, All the people providing 
special music and the Volunteers of 
the Church for their efforts for this 
season and all year round. The 
wonderful programs and dinners 
are a delight to the congregation 

and to our visitors.   
 

 
 

Thank you so much to 

Marija, Peder, and Raychel 

Reiff for treating us  

to their singing and 

wonderful music selections 

this Christmas!   

It was beautiful!   

 
 

Pastor Franck will be attending the 

Campus Ministry Conference  

 January 2-5 

 

 
 

Prayers and Good Wishes! 

Holly Chambers , Tim Jezierski , 

Mabel Schauland 
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January Anniversaries 
08   Kevin & Julie Jones, 31 years 

  26   Richard & Lois Mertz, 52 years 

 

January Birthdays 
  1 Virginia Estridge 

  4 JaMichael Cline 
  7 Laura Hass 

  9 Raychel Reiff 

10 Fenix Blacketter 

13 Camille Jones 

17 Katie Hass 

21 Lisa Reinemann 

 Pam Reinemann 

 Carolyn Werkhoven 

24 Marianne Jezierski 

25 Holly Chambers 

 Judy Hoops 

 
 

 


